Telling young children with leukemia their diagnosis: the flower garden as analogy.
A new approach to communicating the diagnosis of leukemia to the young child was carried out in the Pediatric Hematology Department in Monza over a 2-year period (1989 to 1991). Fifty patients ages 6 to 15 years were entered into the program. A physician communicated the diagnosis of leukemia directly to the child without the presence of the parents. A set of 25 slides was prepared. A garden with flowers and weeds was used as an analogy for leukemia. All 50 of the children expressed gratitude for understanding their disease and the families for being able to talk with their children about the disease without panic and stress.